COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY MARCH 8th 2016 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

 G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




 Mrs C Roach 

Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 

Representative from Redrow –Jonathan Finch 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
Cllrs H Maclehose, T Cook and W Bellin,

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. UPDATE FROM REDROW REPRESENTATIVE
The Chair welcomed Mr Jonathan Finch, the site manager from Redrow to the meeting.  Mr Finch explained that he would be shortly writing a regular article for the newsletter with an update on the development and that he had also been involved with a number of initiatives with the school. 
Mr Finch discussed some of the work that would be shortly completed such as the work at the front of the development, the erection of the fences and wall at the school boundary and stated that the show homes would be opened on 22th April. 

The Chair explained that the main issue that the Council had been involved with this month was the erection of the Plot 1 conservatory without planning permission.  He explained that this Council had opposed the planning as they felt the conservatory was too close to the neighbouring garden.  The Clerk had written to the VoG complaining that the conservatory had bene erected without planning.  Mr Finch explained that it was standard procedure to put up conservatories even if planning had not yet been obtained in order to get the show houses open on time.  If planning was not obtained, which is very rare they would then take the conservatory down.  The Chair suggested that Mr Finch speak directly to the neighbour involved to see if conditions she has requested can be met. 
Mr Finch went on to explain that Redrow had closed the right of way that ran through their compound and made a walk way around the area and put in a stile.  Cllr Lewis wished to express his disappointment on the closure as it was used by locals and was now an added inconvenience.  Mr Finch explained that it was against Health & Safety Laws for people to be allowed through the compound as it counted as part of their building site. 

At this point the Chair invited the members of the public present to raise any points with Mr Finch.  

The main issue raised was around the state of the village.  With the verges in a terrible state and a clean-up machine which seemed ineffectual in keeping the area free of mud and also was extremely noisy and disturbing residents.  

Mr Finch explained that the Redrow clean-up machine was used three times a week for two hours at a time, so hoped that wasn’t too disruptive.  However the Rapidgrid machine which was used when muck shift work was happening did run all day at those times.  However there are only likely to be two more weeks over the project when this occurs. 

In regards to the verges these will be repaired but not until the development is completed.  He explained that he cannot control the driving of the lorry drivers on a highway, however if anyone did have any suggestions he was happy to investigate them. 

As there were no further questions the Chair thanked Mr Finch for his input. 
4. REPORT FROM CLLRS RE MEETING WITH EMMA REED
The Chair explained that along with Cllr Cook he had attended a meeting with Emma Reed from the VoG and two of her colleagues.  They discussed the following issues; - State of the verges, route of the lorries in and out of the village, works to footpaths in the area and the location of the Western Power Substation. 

The Chair went on to inform the Council on each of these issues:-

Verges – As stated above the verges will only be repaired after the development and the VoG will not urge them to do repairs before.

Route of Lorries- They discussed using a one way system through the village however highways did not think this was possible and felt that the lorries should go in and out the same way.  The three possible routes were then discussed and highways had already looked at these and believe the current route being used is the best. 

Works to footpaths – The VoG had originally proposed doubling the size of the bus layby, as they thought once the development was filled then two buses would be required to stop there to pick up children going to the Comprehensive school.  However the Councillors had explained that most children actually don’t get on the bus at that point and so only one bus would ever need to stop there.  The VoG therefore agreed to investigate that further.  
The Council also wanted to put a footpath on the other side of the road to the school.  They Councillors didn’t believe that this was sensible as due to the voluntary one way system, both children walking and being dropped off tended to be on the verge side of the road.  The VoG therefore agreed to produce a plan regarding this area and consult with this Council before finalising anything. 

Location of the Western Power Substation – The Chair had explained to the VoG that they were trying to get the substation moved.  The VoG therefore agreed that they wouldn’t do anything in the area until the discussions with Western Power had concluded.  
The Chair concluded by ensuring the Council that he felt that there was an air of consultation at this meeting which had not previously occurred. 

5. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 

There has been one crime in the Ward which was theft of a motor vehicle from Ewenny Quarry.
PCSO McKay has attended at St Michaels Close in Colwinston and viewed the reported 4x4 and boat and trailer which were believed to be abandoned. The 4x4 is registered to an address in London. He will be asking colleagues in London to carry out enquiries at the address to establish their intentions with regard to the vehicle. With regards to the boat and trailer he doesn’t know who owns them. 
The Chair reported that he believed that the car had been removed now. 


AP CC Thomas agreed to speak to the VoG about the boat and also about the state of the fencing in the car park. 
6. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING

The member of the public who had complained about the state of the village felt that he would like to make a complaint about this to the VoG and was advised to write to Miles Punter and Rob Thomas
It was queried with the Council on whether it might be possible to get a second defibrillator for the village at the hall, and whether the Council would make a donation towards this. 
The Chair agreed that this seemed a good idea and it was suggested that it might be possible to get a donation from Redrow for this.  He also reported that more sessions of training would be arranged. 

AP Cllr Roach agreed to organise training
It was queried whether the Council were attending the LDP hearing session being held shortly? The Chair explained that as all written representations were being considered this Council did not have anything to add orally. 

It was reported that there seemed to be a temporary stop to the works being completed at the pumping station.  The Chair explained that both environmentalists and archaeologists were now involved at the site which may be delaying things.  The Chair wished to query the exact conditions that were in place regarding the work on the pumping station in terms of the occupation of the first Redrow house. 
AP CC Thomas to check with the VoG what the condition was 

7. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas explained that there was a full Council meeting on the 9th March to set the Council Tax.  At the moment the proposal is for a 3.9% increase but this is dependent on the monies to be received from the Welsh Government.  
8. PLANNING 

2016/00066/FUL
Plot 1, St David’s Meadow – Building of conservatory without planning permission. 
The Clerk had complained about this already to the VoG enforcement department.  The Council felt that the system was very unfair and that if a member of the public had built a conservatory without planning consent they would be asked to take it down.

The Chair asked the Clerk to provide a formal complaint letter which he would then sign. 
AP Clerk and Chair to make formal objection.

9. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 8th February 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Roach that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
· Issues with Water pressure (9.1)
AP Chair to ask residents at the top of the village about their current water pressure
Village Commemorative Book (9.4)
· The Clerk confirmed the grant had been submitted
Parking of Speed Detection Vehicle (10.5)
· Cllr Lewis confirmed that a compromise had been reached and that wherever possible a motorcycle would be used rather than a van.  Cllr Lewis explained he was still awaiting the answers from his Freedom of Information act request regarding the figures for accidents and speeding prosecutions.  
11. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk ran through the contents of her report which had not been already discussed.   She explained that upon the resignation of Ex Cllr Kennard, she had informed the VoG electoral services and a casual vacancy and call for an election was now being advertised.  She advised the Council that if anyone knew of anyone who would like to be co-opted onto the Council could they contact her. 
Correspondence – I have received the following correspondence:-

03/03
Email from Welsh Gov re Developments of national significance

03/03
Email from Welsh Gov re changes to local government framework

03/03
Email discussion re Alun Cairns MP holding a local surgery 

01/03
Email from OVW re review of parliamentary boundaries 

01/03
Email from OVW re update on asset transfer information

01/03
Email discussion re withdrawal of health services from Western Vale

28/02
Email from Cllr Lewis to Jane Hutt re update on western power substation meeting

28/02
Email from Cllr Bates re meeting with Emma Reed from VoG

28/02
Email to Chairman with Resignation letter from Cllr Kennard

28/02
Email complaint from resident re building of conservatory on plot 1 of Redrow dev without prior planning consent 

24/02
Email complaint from resident re abandoned vehicle in car park

19/02
Email from Cllr Cook re update on meeting with Western Power representative

18/02
Email re Independent remuneration report 

18/02
Letter from Dwr Cymru re response to Council’s letter re new development 

18/02
Email from resident re H & S issues of Redrow development and response from VoG

17/02
Email from resident re Green Lane 

16/02
Email from Ombudsman with booklet attached - principles of good record keeping

16/02
Email from VoG re guidance on clustering

15/02
Email from OVW re final response to the local government white paper

10/02
Email from VoG re Library strategy

09/02
Email from local resident with his complaint to Redrow re boundary wall
FINANCE

Funds as of 03/03/16 £5,077(cashbook)

There have been no recent receipts. 

Expenditure:-
09/02/2016
OVW renewal 
100436
£51

03/03/2016
Anstee Tree Felling - report to TPO
10043

£144

All expenditure payments were approved and cheques signed by two signatories. 
The Clerk referred the Council to her previously circulated budget vs actual analysis and the predicted year end balance of £4,450.  The Council agreed that this was a suitable balance and did not result in any changes needed in the 2016/17 budget.   The Clerk enquired whether the Council wished to continue to use Mr Paul Griffiths as the internal auditor.  It was agreed that this was a sensible option. 
AP Clerk to contact Mr Griffiths

12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Lewis – withdrawal of health services from Western Vale

Cllr Lewis reported that he had had a specific complaint from a resident of the Western Vale that he could not access physio services at the Princess of Wales hospital in Bridgend as he lived in the Vale and had to go to Cardiff.  Cllr Lewis has written to Jane Hutt AM asking her to raise this issue.  He believes this is not sensible given the distance that people would have to travel, and the lack of consultation and transfer of funds required.   

Cllr Lewis – Update on Safety Camera Vehicle Parking

This matter had been dealt with at minute 10.3
Cllr Lewis – Re-designation of Green Lane as a bridleway
The Chair explained some of the history of this bridleway and did not believe it had ever been officially closed.  Cllr Lewis felt that the existence of this bridleway and its connection with Llangan would be useful and so proposed that this Council write to the VoG to ask for it to be opened again.  This was seconded by Cllr Roach and agreed by all.

AP Clerk to write to VOG asking for the bridleway to be opened

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday April 12th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn. The Chair thanked everyone and the meeting was closed at 9.20pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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